
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

The 1st (9) weeks has come and gone, students and teachers have settled into their 
learning routines.  We hope Parent-Teacher conferences provided you with the 
opportunity to discuss where your child is and goals for the rest of the semester.  If 
you were not able to meet or speak with your child’s teacher, please contact them 
to get an update on where your child is with his/her progress and how we can con-
tinue to support him/her. 

As we continue to prepare students with a college and career culture, we have high 
expectations for students.  It is imperative that students are at school and in each 
class ON TIME, EVERY DAY ready to embrace learning!  We will continue to find 
resources to support students academically, and socially/emotionally.  Students 
face many trying times from peer pressure to social media and are often distracted 
by these things; we must keep learning at the forefront to ensure ALL of our stu-
dents are academically ready for the next phase of their life.  Continue to encourage 
your student to take advantage of study tables and/or be apart of extra-curricular 
activities.    

Thank you for being a partner in this journey with us. Our goals are the same to 
ensure that your child receives the quality instruction they deserve on a daily basis. 
Please contact us any time with questions or concerns. 

Where We’re Amazing…Believe It! 

  

Mrs. Heather Young, Principal 

  

  

Reminders 

If you child is ill, please remember to send a note or call the 
office (672-6600) within 48 hours of the absence.   

Please note the revised Board Grading  Policy as it relates to 
attendance 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

Nov. 2—Daylight Savings 
Time 

Nov 3 & 4 - Vision & Hearing 
Screening 

Nov 4—Election Day 

Nov 7—Veteran’s Day    
Assembly 9:00—10:30 am 

Nov 10—Board of Education 
Meeting 6:30 pm Admin 
Building 

Nov 11 –Veteran’s Day—No 
School 

Nov 14—Progress Reports 

Nov. 19 Parent University @ 
Harrison CLC 5:30 –8:00 pm 

Nov 24 Board of Education 
Meeting 6:30 pm Admin 
Building 

Nov 25—Grandparents Day 

Nov 26—28 Thanksgiving 
Break, No School 

Dec .1—School Resumes   
7:30 am 



Common Core State Standards are at Manual!  We have been working on the mathematical practices as well as    
standards.  One of the mathematical practices (#3) is to construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of oth-
ers.  This practice can be seen in every math classroom at Manual.  One of our favorite ways to have students reason 
and critique is by using a Kagan strategy called Rally-Coach.  With Rally-Coach, students work together with a part-
ner.  The first person solves a problem as their partner checks their work and positively coaches them to the correct 
answer.   As a department, we utilize the Costa’s questioning techniques, encouraging students to think of higher lev-
el questions starting with phrases like, “imagine if”, “analyze” and “compare”.  Another popular questioning set heard 
in math classrooms are, “always, sometimes, and never”.  These methods of questioning can help students form con-
jectures on possible mathematical situations.  In addition, geometry classes worked hard on writing proofs.  Two col-
umn proofs help organize students thoughts when working to a common conclusion.   All math classes have encour-
aged the use of correct vocabulary and defining math terms both in the classroom and on homework.  Students need 
to understand vocabulary to be successful on the upcoming PARCC assessments.  As a department, we would like to 
remind parents and students that there is math help available during study tables, (Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
from 2:45-3:45 in the cafeteria) and with individual math teachers upon request.  There are many math teachers in the 
building who are willing to go the extra mile for your student. 

AP students enjoyed a success-
ful study breakfast on October 
15th!  Students were able to 
meet with their classmates and 
discuss their classes while en-
joying doughnuts and a more 
relaxing atmosphere.  Manual’s 
AP program will continue to 
hold AP breakfasts for our stu-
dents who chose to challenge 
themselves with rigorous 
coursework.  AP students will 
have the option of AP Saturday 
starting second semester.  See 
you there! 

MATH DEPARTMENT  

AP STUDENTS  

CELEBRATE 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Manual Academy’s Social 
Studies Department is con-
tinuing its focus on Cornell 
notes in the classroom and 
for the 2nd grading period 
students will focus on the use 
of primary document analy-
sis.  Primary documents give 

our students a unique 
glimpse into the past and 
provide the students with an 
opportunity to use higher 
order thinking skills to dis-
cover history.  Please contact 
your student’s social studies 
teacher for more information 
about their specific class. 
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In the Spanish department, students had 
a great first quarter. Spanish I students 
can now form complete sentences de-
scribing what people look like and what 
they like to do. Throughout second 
quarter, they will be starting to really 
explore the present tense. In Spanish II, 
students survived direct object pro-
nouns and have moved on to their goal 
for the year, the PAST TENSE! Stu-
dents will be learning to speak, read 
and write in the past throughout the 
next couple of months. Spanish III/IV 
has shown their strength as a class pro-
ducing stories and presentations in the 
target language. This year Spanish III 
has fifteen students and Spanish IV dou-
bled in size from last year now having 
four students. We look forward to cre-
ating more four year foreign language 
students as the years continue!  

¡Vamos a Ser Bilingües! 
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The Manual Marching Rams once again performed for Jamieson School’s annual homecoming parade on Thursday, Sep-
tember 25.  This is the fifth consecutive year the Marching Rams have participated in this exciting event.  This continu-
ing tradition began with retired District 150 band director Grant Gillett.  “This tradition started my second to last year 
as the band director of Bergan High School, which would have been the fall 
of 1985,” he said.  Since the inception of the tradition, Grant not only took 
his band from Bergan High School, but also Roosevelt, Calvin Coolidge, 
and Trewyn at one point or another –depending on which school he was 
currently assigned.  Grant said, “It was nice to pass the baton to Manual 
band director Andy Tinsman and the Marching Rams; however, even more 
spectacular is that the tradition remains unwavering after so many years.”  
Manual band director Andy Tinsman had this to say about the annual event: 
“It is a fantastic opportunity to help celebrate an important event for Ja-
mieson School, and it continues to be a great pleasure for myself, as well as 
the Manual band members.  Lastly, it is important to recognize Jamieson 
School principal Jim Jemilo and the hard working staff and students that 
continue to facilitate and foster the tradition.” 

MANUAL MARCHING RAMS 

CONGRATULATIONS ! 
MANUAL SAXOPHONIST PLAY AT  

BRADLEY UNIVERSITY 

On Saturday, 
October 11, 
three mem-
bers of the 
Manual 
Academy 
Band had an 
opportunity 
to perform 
the National Anthem at a Bradley Volleyball 
game. These members of the school's saxo-
phone section did a fantastic job and repre-
sented their school with pride. Congratula-
tions to senior Harvey Burnett, junior 
Charles Bennett Barker, and sophomore   
Anthony Yeagle. 
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Senior trumpet player Colin McCoy, along with hundreds of oth-
er central Illinois musicians, traveled to Geneseo High School on 
Saturday, October 4 to audition for a spot in the Illinois Music 
Educator’s Association District 2 Band Festival.  Not only was 
Colin accepted into the ensemble, but he will finish out his high 
school career with six consecutive appearances since his seventh 
grade year. 

On Friday, October 10, the Manual Academy students, staff, and 
administration honored senior athletes and band members during 
the annual senior night.  A very special congratulation goes out to 
those seniors who participated in their final varsity football game 
of their high school careers.  These students have worked incredi-
bly hard and dedicated a large portion of their free time to the 
Manual Band program.  In honor of their accomplishments, the 
Manual family celebrated the following students: Harvey Burnett, 
Joshua Cummings, Terrance Flora, Alex Krus, Basil McClain, 
Colin McCoy, Kambriah Russell, Travis Sizelove, Ky Williams 

Don’t miss the Manual Music Department’s annual fruit, butterbraid, pizza, and cookie dough fundraiser!  The 

program will run the entire month of November, so be sure to find you favorite Manual music student and place 

your order today. 
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The Ninth grade biology students completed their first biolo-
gy project.  Students randomly chose an organelle and completed 
a series of questions dealing with their organelle.  The next step was 
to present their findings to their class in a one-minute presenta-
tion.  Once all three classes presented their work, all papers were 
posted in the Gallery, the walls outside Room 215.  During the Gal-
lery Walk, students in all three classes voted for the best of three cate-
gories.  Our winners are Bryanna Katonic for best explanation of the 
function of her organelle and Cheyanne Ferguson for best drawings 
and best overall appearance.   

 

CELL ORGANELLE GALLERY WALK  
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   Time is the most valuable commodity. The English department begins the second nine weeks acutely aware that 
we have much to accomplish before this semester fades to the way of dreams. In light of this, we are striving to 

make the most of time that we have with our scholars. By engaging our young 
scholars in academic challenges, we will prepare them to obtain the lifestyle of 
their dreams. 

   This quarter, our seniors are putting their research and writing skills to the 
test as they draft research papers. English III welcomes fall with a study of Edgar 
Allan Poe and poetry. Also, they are preparing for the upcoming ACT and 
PARCC.  English II classes continue to develop Common Core standards 
with Collections 1 while English I explores mythology and Collections 
2.  Seventh and eighth graders are developing their analytical skills through the 
use of their new text and Close Reader.  All students are encouraged to read, 
write, and think critically. 

    Guess What?  Compass is back on the schedule.  Teachers are using Compass activities in a variety of ways to en-
hance skill acquisition for our students.  In addition, all classes are using Kagan strategies, Thinking Maps, and Avid 
techniques to help our students become more active learners who are college ready. 

    Yes, our English department has high expectations for our students’ performance this quarter.  We are working 
cooperatively to ensure that our students will excel in the RAMS Way and acquire the skills needed to achieve their 
life's dream.  Go RAMS!!! 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT ENGAGES STUDENTS 

YOU hold the key to your SUCCESS! 
1.  Identify your strengths and weaknesses. 
2. Develop a plan to improve in areas requiring immediate attention. 
3. Make a list of goals (short/long term). *Goals should be realistic. 
4. Reevaluate goals on a routine basis to determine if they’ve been met or    
               require revisions. 
5. When goals are complete, continue to challenge yourself by creating more                        
            goals. 
Again, YOU are in control of your future.  You hold the key that will open doors to the many opportunities that await you.  
Putting forth the effort to improve weaknesses, building upon strengths, and developing realistic goals will direct YOU along 
your path to SUCCESS!!! 
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Manual Academy Turns Up Chad Hymas 

After hearing a motivational presentation from Chad 
Hymas recently, Manual’s football players and cheer-
leaders decided to turn his words into their actions.  
Students around the school had been encouraged to be 
more aware of all students present inside the school 
building and to show more appreciation through acts of 
kindness.  The student-athletes wanted to make the 
Homecoming Pep Assembly a big deal for their biggest 
fans.  Through the dynamic voice of Mr. Anthony Kra-
mer, the students of Mary Stecher’s classroom were 
introduced along with their escorts to the raving cheers 
of the student body.  Those students recognized (not 
including escorts) are listed from left to right: Dustin 
Beck, Ben Arnold, Latrell Timothy-Crooks, Morgan 
Mawby, Ronnie Sanford, Ryan Schadt. 

 

 

MANUAL STUDENTS VOLUNTEER IN THE COMMUNITY 

CHESS TEAM WINS!! 
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Manual Academy’s Key Club participated in First Unit-
ed Methodist Church’s Loaves and Fish program on 
October 4th.  The students were an important part of 
the set-up, service and clean-up for the lunch service 
and made a difference in their community.  Next up 
for Key Club is a joint venture between Manual’s ser-
vice organizations: Key Club, JROTC and Student 
Council. 

Manual Academy’s student council volunteered at the 
Fight to End Alzheimer’s Walk at Liberty Park.      
Students were in charge of assembling finish line signs, 
setting up the course and directing walkers to the reg-
istration area. Junior class vice-president Taylor Hud-
son proposed the idea to Manual’s student council and 
was able to assemble a list of volunteers. Manual Acad-
emy’s Mayor, Jay Gibson, and Senior Class President, 
Terrence Williamson, made a connection with the 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s Event Manager and plan to 
have Manual return next year. 

 
The Manual Rams chess team competed in the Peo-
ria Area Chess League Opener on October 7th. We 
met teams from across the league and played in our 
first league chess match. Our second match was 
held October 16th here at Manual. Peoria High 
School beat us in the first round 8-42, but we came 
back and won the second round 50-0. Congratula-
tions to Delquonne Franklin, Nathan Olson, 
Daryus Webb, Daveon Warfield, and Deonta 
Brown, who have all been important members of 
the team. Our next match is this Thursday against 
Dunlap High School. Go Rams! 
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Manual Academy students, Daveron Duncan & Raquwon Cooks, 
took part in attending the CAT building LL open house family day 
in October. Both students had an opportunity to meet and talk to 
many successful CAT employees and were able to talk about our 
program and show off some of their skills and projects. They were 
able to test out some of the latest weld equipment as well as pro-
gram a Kawasaki robot and test their welding skills on a Miller vir-
tual weld trainer. All in all, a great experience for everyone.  

INDUSTRIAL TECH STUDENTS ATTEND OPEN HOUSE AT CATERPILLAR 
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WE ARE COLLEGE BOUND 9TH GRADERS 

On October 27-31, Manual Academy will be hosting College Application Week. During this time, seniors are 
encouraged to complete their college applications, work on scholarships, develop their personal statements, 

and engage in post-secondary planning.  Seniors will be com-
pleting online accounts for Big Future and College Board dur-
ing this time. Both websites are great resources for students 
and parents. Students can explore possible majors, learn about 
financial aid, and research colleges throughout the nation. 
There will also be a College Panel on October 28th and 
30th. Students will learn about the college admission process, 
connect with current college students, and learn about the 
"college experience". Guests from the University of Illinois 

Springfield, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and Bradley University will be in attendance. There will 
also be a presentation during parent teacher conferences next week.  If you are a parent of a senior or junior, it 
is highly recommended that you attend the presentation.  This is a great opportunity to meet the College Ad-
viser, learn about college admissions, prepare yourself for the FAFSA process, and learn how you can sup-
port your student during the college planning process. For more information, please contact Ms. Henry 
(Manual Academy College Adviser) at 309-672-6600 ext 50173 or by email at shenr2@uillinois.edu. 

COLLEGE APPLICATION WEEK ,  OCTOBER 27-31 

Congratulations to the following students for being accepted to District 150’s College Bound   

Program:  Alexis Dockery, Itiana Douglas, Alexys Evans, Cheyanne Ferguson, Zoraida Hernandez, 

Miyeangel Hightower, Colby Hughes, Cierra McBride, Alicia Miller, Jaela Mitchell, Timmesha Pla-

to, Tiara Reddick, Jamere Robinson, Janet Rodriguez, Jamayja Rutherford, Daveon Warfield, 

BreAnnia Webster, Derrick Winters, and Jashae Zollicoffer.  
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 The time has come to 
start preparing for 
graduation. Josten’s 
will be here on No-
vember 12th, during 
your  Advisory      
period to discuss  
graduation packages, 
dates, and deadlines. 
Josten’s will return to 
Manual  on November 21, to collect your 
order forms during lunch.  

 Please stop by the treasurer’s office and ask 
about your senior bills. Please make plans to 
get these paid off, so there are no discrepan-
cies in May.  

 Seniors are working hard on planning a Sen-
ior Trip to Great America. We are in the 
process of hopefully getting the trip ap-
proved. Please keep your fingers crossed! In 
order to afford the trip, the Seniors will be 
doing a lot of monthly fundraising. Please 
plan to participate and help out!  

Student of the Month- Brittany 
Curry - She is a senior who continues 
to display strong work  ethic.  Brittany 
comes to school daily and on time 
(100% attendance).  She comes to class 
prepared to learn.  Brittany is in most 
AP classes and Spanish 4 and still carries 
mostly A’s and one B.   
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GRADUATION NEWS 

Students from Bradley University spoke to 

students about how to engage in college 

and be successful.  They pointed out how 

important it was to work hard in high 

school in order to prepare for college.  

Thanks for facilitating this Mrs. B. Jackson. 

Bradley University Visits Manual Academy 

 The following 9th Grade Success   Academy stu-
dents have Never been absent, Never had a referral, 
and passed all course work with a C or better: 

Nathan Olson 

Randy Tortat  

9th Grade Students with  

Perfect Attendance 

Mary Benedict 
Jonathan Bohm 
Colby Hughes 
Alicia Miller 

Nathan Olson 
Miguel Quintero 

Randy Tortat 
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 811 S Griswold 
Peoria Illinois 

309-672-6600 

MANUAL ACADEMY 

Study Tables are available on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday from 2:45—4:30 PM in the             
cafeteria.  Stop by if you need extra help with 
your school work! 

IT’S GREAT TO BE A RAM 

HTTP :// WWW .PSD150 . ORG/
P AGE/641 

Save the Date! 

 

Grandparents Day: November 25 



 


