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Mar 7 

 

No school in  
observance of  

Casimir Pulaski Day 
 

Mar 8-18 

 
Coins for Kids 

Fundraiser at Hines 

Mar 11 

 
End of 3rd  

Grading Period 

Mar 12 

 
Daylight Savings Time 
(spring forward 1 hr) 

Mar 17 

 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Mar 20 

 
First Day of Spring 

Mar 23/24 

 
Parent Conferences 
*No School on 3/25 

Mar 25 

 
Good Friday 
No School 

 

Mar 25 -

Apr 3 

 
Spring Vacation 

 

April 4 

 
School Resumes 

 

April 7 

 
PTO Meeting, 6 pm 

Carnival Planning 

 

News  from  Mr.  Durr … 
WOW! It is hard to 
believe it is March! I 
am looking forward 
to the warm 
weather and being 
outside. As Spring 
approaches, we 

start planning for next year and a big 
change is First Day Compliance. 
 
On January 25, 2016, the Board of 
Education approved an update to Board 
Policy 7:100, requiring health 
documentation compliance by the first 
day of school. Students not in 

compliance for 
physical exam and 
immunizations by 
the first day of 
school (August 17, 
2016), will not be 

allowed to start the school year until all 
health documentation requirements 
are met. The policy update is a switch 
from the October 15th deadline the 
District has used for several years. 
 
ATTENTION PARENTS: HEALTH 
RECORDS ARE REQUIRED FOR THE 
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL AUGUST 17, 
2016 
 
Students entering Pre-Kindergarten, 
Kindergarten, 6th, and 9th grade must 
show proof of a physical exam on the 
State of Illinois Certificate of Child 
Health Examination form (the “school” 
form) dated August 17, 2015 or later 
and up-to-date immunization records. 
 
Parents, please complete and sign the 
health history portion of the school 
physical exam paper (required). 
 

The IESA / IHSA “sport” form is NOT 
ACCEPTED by the Illinois State Board 
Education as proof of the school exam. 
 
Students entering 12th grade must 
show proof of two doses of 
Meningococcal Vaccine (MCV4), which 
protects against a severe and often 
fatal form of meningitis.  If the first 
dose is given at age 16 years or later, 
only one dose is required. 

 
Immunizations are available at the 
Peoria Health Department – 679-6655 
 
If your child has already received the 
required exam and / or immunizations, 
please submit these papers to the 
school this spring. 
 
If not, please contact your health care 
provider now to schedule your child’s 
appointment. 
 
If you have any concerns about the 
fulfillment of these requirements, 
please contact us at 309-672-6525 

 

A Note from Mrs. Hooker 
School Safety: It is our number one 
goal to keep all our students at Hines 
School safe. Keeping this in mind, 
students are not to bring toy knives, toy 
guns, squirt guns, or any other look 
alike weapons to school. Bringing these 
items to school will result in strict 
consequences as it is outline in board 
policy 7:190. 
  
Attendance: It is crucial students are 
here on time and ready to learn.  The 
attendance rate is  important because 
students are more likely to succeed in 
academics when they attend school 
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consistently. It's difficult for the teacher 
and the class to build their skills and 
progress if a large number of students 
are frequently absent. 
  
Bullying: Bullying is intentional, 
unwanted, and unprovoked behavior. 
Bullying will not 
be tolerated at 
Hines School. 
This includes but 
not limited to 
cursing, name 
calling, taunting and teasing others 
while here at school. Swift 
consequences will be taken if bullying 
occurs while here at school. 
  
Internet Access: The use of the 
District’s Internet privilege, is not a 
right and inappropriate use will result 
in cancellation of those privileges. The 
internet user is responsible for his/her 
actions and activities involving the 
network. 

 
Kindergarten 
Spring is upon us! It has been 
wonderful to be able to have outdoor 
recess – the kids and teachers are 
loving the fresh air. Kindergarteners 
continue working hard, learning much, 
and having fun.  
 

As we enter a 
new month, 
please continue 
having your 
child practice 
their sight 

words. Flashcards are a great way to 
reinforce these, but there are also 
several free apps available. Sight word 
lists have been sent home, but contact 
your child’s teacher if you have further 
questions.  Reviewing sight words can 
take as little as five minutes, but it is 
greatly beneficial.  
 
We also want to encourage everyone to 
read to their child. Just ten minutes 
before bedtime can make a big 
difference. Instilling a love of reading is 
one of the best gifts any parent can 

give a child.Parent-Teacher conferences 
are coming up at the end of March. Be 
on the lookout for more information 
from your child’s teacher. Please make 
it a priority to sign up and attend. Let’s 
make March a great month! 

 
First Grade 

First grade students will begin the 4th 
quarter by continuing to work on vowel 
sounds and vowel teams.  As spelling 
patterns become more complicated it is 
important that students review words 
and spelling patterns at home. 
Homework can be found in your child's 
weekly newsletter.  Students who are 
reading 15 to 20 
minutes each night 
at a first grade 
level will be seeing 
these patterns 
occur more often.  We will continue to 
discuss author's purpose as well as 
connecting more than one text. 
Students will explore the differences in 
fiction and nonfiction.  
 
In math, students will begin Module 
3: Measurement.  Students will 
continue to work on addition and 
subtraction strategies through word 
problems.  Weather and Objects in the 
Sky will be the focus in science as we 
prepare for the arrival of spring.  Please 
be on the lookout for information 
about parent teacher conferences. 
 Schedules and reminders will be 
coming home soon in your child's 
Friday folder!       
                                          

 
 

Second Grade 
Spring break is coming soon. Please 
encourage your student to keep up the 
hard work in class and at home. We 
expect to see students continuing to 
follow the 4 Be’s: be respectful, be 
responsible, be safe and always be 
ready to learn. 
 
In math, students are learning, 
practicing and applying a variety of 

strategies to add and subtract numbers 
such as the arrow way, empty number 
line, number bonds, and counting on. 
Students learn these strategies first so 
that later they can apply their 
understanding of place value to the 
addition and subtraction algorithms 
(the old school vertical notation 
that we learned in school). For now, 
support your child 
in mastering the 
concrete work with 
number disks and 
pictorial place 
value drawings to 
ensure their success when learning the 
abstract vertical algorithms that we’re 
so eager to show them. 
 
During spring break, students should 
continue to read 30 minutes every 
night. Every time you read with your 
child be sure to ask questions before, 
during and after reading. While asking 
after reading questions, have your child 
open the book and prove their answer. 
Ask them how they know the answer 
they provide. If you are reading 
something that can be written on, have 
your child highlight the answer. If you 
are not able to write on the text, use a 
post it note to label the answer. Be 
aware that there are some questions 
you may ask that cannot be proven, 
such as “What connections can you 
make with this story?” Finding the 
answer in the text is a great skill for 
readers to master. 
 
Third Grade 
In March & April our students will be 
taking the PARCC (Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers) 
assessment in 
our computer 
labs.  This test 
will assess the 
student's 
knowledge and understanding of the 
Common Core Standards.  On the math 
test students are asked to complete 
problems, reason, and apply 
mathematical principles.  On the ELA 
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(English Language Arts) test students 
are required to read multiple passages 
and write essay responses.  Students 
have been practicing here at school and 
have been working really hard.  Sample 
tests can be found at the following 
website: 
http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/ 

 
Some tips for parents include:   
-make sure your child gets enough 
sleep the night before 
-encourage your child to do well/stay 
positive 
-eat a healthy breakfast 

Keep up the hard work 
3rd graders! 

You will rock the PARCC!! 
 
Fourth Grade 
On Wednesday, March 2, 4th graders 
participated in National Read Across 
America day.  Students read and took 
A/R tests during various blocks of time 
throughout the day.  
 
A little baby pig will be arriving at Hines 
Primary School on Tuesday, March 8. 
We just can't get enough of this 8-12 
pound piglet. For this year's National 

Pork month we will 
be talking about 2 
different topics. One 
of them will be 
nutrition.  

 
All fourth grade students will be 
participating in the PARCC test for the 
next several weeks.  It is important that 
your child is well rested and at school 
on time when we begin testing the 
week of March 8. The final week of 
testing will take place just after Spring 
Break. 
 
The end of the grading period is March 
11 and parent/teacher conferences are 

on March 23 and 24. We hope to see 
everyone then.  
 
English as a Second Language 
& Bilingual Education     

Mrs. Del Pozo 
Students in Kindergarten and First 
grade ELL classes have been learning to 
classify animals according to their body 
features. We are connecting English 
and Spanish vocabulary during our 
lessons as these students are becoming 
bilingual and biliterate. Match these 
animal feature words in English and 
Spanish!  Look for the answers on pg 4. 

 
1. fur                          a. cuernos 
2. feathers                 b. dientes 
3. beak                       c. pelaje 
4. tail                          d. orejas 
5. ears                        e. garras 
6. claws                      f. plumas 
7. teeth                      g. cola 
8. hooves                   h. pezuñas 
9. mane                      i. pico 
10. horns                    j. melena 
 

Music Notes            Mrs. Peryam   

 
 

 
 
 
 
Students have been working hard on 

drums, recorders, ukuleles, and rhythm 

instruments.  We are blessed to have 

such a supportive PTO, as they provide 

funds for 

instruments 

and for about 

100 new 

pieces of 

music per year for music classroom 

use.  

 

Please take note of our end of the year 

afternoon concerts for all grades, 

Thursday, May 12.  Any student who 

can come in and tell me the concert 

date receives 5 Bee Bucks! 

Music, PE and Art will go to the 

courthouse in May for a joint Spring 

Fine Arts Celebration. Chosen students 

from grades 3 and 4 must have neither 

office referrals nor suspensions for all 

of April and May up to the date of the 

concert. 

 

Please visit our classroom at your 

convenience to see the musical 

activities occurring. We will have guest 

performers in March, including a 

famous drummer, banjo and mandolin 

players, and hammered dulcimer 

players 

 

Compass Learning 
Mr. Howeler & Mrs. Long 

We are very proud of the hard work our 

students are putting into Compass 

Math & Reading. As a school we have 

reached our minute goal and average 

score goal. Way to go!!! 

 

We will have very limited time on 

Compass for the month of March due 

to PARCC testing in our computer labs.  

Students can always work on Compass 

folders at home on your tablet, laptop 

or desktop computer: 

https://www.thelearningodyssey.com/ 

*Make sure the “school” is “psd150” 

 

 

Student Council Update 
Mrs. Arick & Miss O’Donnell 

 
Easter Seals Coins for Kids will be going 
on at Hines from March 8-18. Please be 
sure to collect coins and send them to 
school with your 
children. Of course, 
Easter Seals would 
be happy to accept 
bills, too. Our 
student council kids 
put their hearts into making the posters 
that are seen hanging around the 
building. Every coin counts and helps        
                                       (cont’d on page 3) 

Mark your calendars: 

Spring Music 
Concert 
May 12

th
 

http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/
https://www.thelearningodyssey.com/
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children with special needs. Thank you 
for your support! 
 

Student council will be 
helping with our Spring 
canned food drive and 
Hines carnival in May. 
More information will be 

sent home later. Our last three 
meetings for this year are Tuesday, 
March 1 , April 5, & May 3.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Care/PBIS     

Mrs. Higdon & PBIS Committee 
 
We want your child to be as successful 
as possible at school. Success in school 
is not just about reading and math. It is 
also about knowing how to learn and 
how to get along with others.  

At Hines, the Second Step program is 
being used in every classroom to teach 
these critical skills. The program 
teaches skills in the following areas: 
skills for learning, empathy, emotion 
management and problem solving. 
Students learn to identify their own and 
others’ feelings and how to show 
compassion. They also learn specific 
skills for calming down when 
experiencing strong feelings, such as 

anxiety or anger. 
If you have 
questions about 
the Second Step 
program, do not 
hesitate to 

contact your child’s teacher. For more 
information you can also visit 
SecondStep.org  
 
Thank you for supporting your child as 
they learn the skills that lead to success 
in school and in life. 
  

P.E. News 
Mrs. Dunn-Cargill 

All grade levels are participating in the 
Volleyball Unit, learning about offense 
and defense.  Students will be learning 
how to serve, they can use the 
underhand and overhand serve keep 
score and how to rotate in the lines.  
They are also learning that this is one of 
those sports that can be played 
throughout life.  
 
In Fourth Grade Health Class we just 
finished our unit on The Organ Wise 

Guys, where 
several topics will 
be discussed on 
how to keep our 
bodies and organs 
healthy.   We have 

studied the importance of eating plenty 
of fruits and vegetables, along with 
drinking a lot of water. Currently, we 
are now in our Social/Emotional Unit.  
Students will learn how to identify their 
emotions and feelings and learn 
techniques for controlling them.  Also, 
they will learn social skills, such as, 

communication, and volume control of 
their voices, appropriate topics to talk 
about and with whom.  This Unit will 
take us through the end of the year.  
 

News from the Art Room 
Mrs. Montgomery 

 
Spring is in the air!  In our Art classes, 
we have been very busy creating and 
painting masterpieces for you to enjoy.  
With that in mind, Hines school will be 
participating in an Art Fundraiser. 
  Please look for a piece of your child's 
artwork and a packet from Original 
Works coming to you around the week 
of March 20th.  You will have until April 
 8th to place an order.  If interested in 
your child's awesome work as a special 
Mother's Day tribute; you place your 
orders on the form and send a check 
written out to Hines Primary School. 
Orders should arrive at the end of April. 
 If you have any questions, don't 
hesitate to call.  I am very excited about 
this fundraiser because the students 
have been working diligently to offer 
you a special created piece of work.  
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 

    March 25 – April 4 

 
 
 
 

 

4 BEES 
 

Be Respectful 
 

Be Responsible 
 

 
 
 

Be Safe 
 

Be Ready to Learn 

BILINGUAL EDUCATION 
QUIZ ANSWERS: 

1. c 6. e 
2. f 7. b 
3. i 8. h 
4. g 9. j 
5. d 10. a 
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Morning Drop-off Procedure for Cars …     

Thank you to all families who take the extra effort in complying with our drop-off and pickup rules. Together we will 

continue to keep our parking situation safe for our students. 

 

**Please share this information with any adult driving your child to school. 

 
As a reminder, adults driving children to school have two drop-off options: 

From 8:15-8:30 you may:  1. Wait in the drop-off line and take advantage of the staff helping your child exit 

the car, OR  2. You may park in a designated parking place in the school lot and walk your child up to the 

building.   

 

Please note the following:   

 You may not stop your vehicle in the center aisle and unload your children. Students are not allowed to 

walk up to the building unattended.  In addition, parents cannot leave cars running in the center aisle while 

an adult walks their children to the sidewalk.  We have daycare vans and other vehicles which must use 

this center lane at this time.  

 You may not park by the crosswalk or along our sidewalks. These areas may not be blocked as we have 

walkers coming from the surrounding neighborhoods. 

 Please be respectful to the staff members who are supervising our parking lot.  It is never acceptable to 

curse at staff members or raise your voice when you talk with them.  If they ask you to move your vehicle, 

it is because you are not following parking lot procedure.  We always want to set a good example for our 

students, and we appreciate your cooperation as we work to keep our students safe. 

 Parking in a handicapped parking place is never allowed unless you have the appropriate signage. 

 If you arrive after 8:30 AM, you must park your car, walk your children into the building and sign them in at 

the office before they go to class.  It is an expectation that all students are in  
their classroom and Ready to Learn at 8:30 AM every day. 
                                         

                    Continue to think SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


